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SELECTMEN'S   REPORT 

For  the  Year  Ending  March  ist,  1892. 
VALUATION  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  STODDARD  APR.  1st  1891. 

Resedent  Invoice, $117,652 

Non-resident, 57,390 

Total, $175,042.00 

The  State,  County,  Town,  and  School  Taxes  are 
assessed  at  the  rate  of  $1.35  on  a  hundred  dollars. 
The  Highway  Taxes  are  assessed  at  the  rate  of  75  cts. 
on  a  hundred  dollars. 

The  amount  required  to  be  raised  A.  D.  1891  was  as  follows: 

State  Tax, $520.00 

County   Tax, . 385.86 

Town  Tax, . 1,050.00 

School  Tax, 346.50 


Total, $2,302.30 

Highway   labor  tax, 1,300.00 

RECEIPTS    FOR    1891. 

Received  Cash  in  treasury  March  1st,  1891, $550.30 

"         from  County  for  support  of  poor, 400.84 

"         from  S.  A.  Carter,  savings  bank  tax,  1,012.22 

"         from  S.  A.  Carter,  literary  fund,  100.00 

"         from  J.  D.  Cutter,  collector  1890,  348.77 

»  "  "         collector  1891,         2,200.00 

"  "  "         interest  on   same,  5.33 

"  of  J.  F.  Whittemore,  use  of  town-hall,  15.00 
"  of  S.  Bentote,  3  yrs.  rent  on  Ryder  place,  9.00 
"  "  "  rent  on  Tyler  lot,         1.20 
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Received  of  Town-clerk,  license  on  dogs, $71.40 

"         J.  W.  Holland,  resident  highway, 1.55 

"         as  interest  on  deposit  in  savings  bank,       36.40 


Total, $4,752.01 

DISBURSEMENTS. 
Interest  on  Town  Notes. 

Paid  E.:  Stevens,. U'..-:.^ L: .'...' ■l-.li  $200.00  ■ : ' .-'  • . 

'  *'     Chastiua   Shedd,, .\v.I:.:.:.'l.::.L,.,..       44.00    :  ^ 

i;      William   Dodge, , ,.,.       20.00 

Total, '      •$264.'00 

State  and  County  Taxes. 

Paid  S.  A.  Carter,  state  tax,.....;..,,., , ... $520.00 

"     J.  E.  Wright,  county  tax,...: ...> 385.86 

Total,.   :: $905.86 

Support  of  Schools. 
Paid  C.  B.  McClure,  treasurer  school  board, $496.50 

School  Supplies. 
Paid  C.  B.  McClure,  for  charts  bought  in  1890,    $48.00 
"       -.'M  "         for  books, l.UJ, 8.38 

Total, $56.38 

Support  of  Poor. 
Paid  J.  D.  Cutter,  Overseer  of  poor, $253.73 

Damage  on  Highways 
Paid  Charles  H  Merrill, ■•; $25.00 

REPAIRING    HIGHWAYS    IN    1890  &   1891. 

E.  B.  Smith,.. ... $7.35 

J.  M.  Robb, 9.69 

L.   Barden, '.'.         4.20 

J.  F.  Whitteinore,  repairing  scraper, 7.55 

F.  W.  Clark,  repairs  for  plows, 2.47 


E.  B.  Gee,  for  plank, $6.0G 

Skinner  &  others,  Dynamite,  drills,  &  plow  point,     4.92 

James  Burnap,  for  plank  in  1890, 15.75 

"       for  work  in  1891, 20.00 

C.  B.  McClure,   repairing  scraper  &  work, 2.12 

Henry  Wilson,   work  &   plank, 20.71 

1).   E.  Swett, 4.20 

F.  J.  Comstock,    bridge  stringers, 5.00 

J.   M.    Robb,.. 5.25 

J.  H.  Stevens,  cutting  brush,.: 5.25 

Town  of  M'arlow,  for  road  machine, 4.00 

F.  J.  Reed,  spikes  &  bolts, .95 

J.    M.  Robb, 9.55 

C.  X.  Cutter,..; 1.75 

Geo.    Richardson, 3.75 

Stoddard  Lumber  Co.,  plank  &  timber, 132.05 

John    Scott, :...'. 3.75 

R.  J.  Brown,* 1  -88' 


Total, $278.20 

Non-resident  highway  tax  worked 43.38 


BREAKING    ROADS    IN  1891  &  1892. 

J.  Walter   Cutter, $2.27 

J.  E.    Reed,- 2.70 

F.  A.   Whittemore, 4.95 

E.    B.  Smith,.:. 4.95 

J.  Sweney, 7.20 

Geo.  H.  Lane, , _ 3.00 

A.  B.  Reed, .60 

J.  D.   Cutter, -1 -1-. '_...  3 5.88 

H.  Wilson,- ;_-■ 6.30 

B.  F.  Jefts, ...,. ..:-.: 2.55 

A.    Bates,.: 2.55 

D.  D.  Upton, : 7.05 

C.  G.  McClure,  . : 1-95 

C.  X.  Cutter,. 3.75 

J.  F.   Whittemore, 4,72 


$321.58 
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F.  L.   Shoults, $7.79 

J.  L.    Reed, .2.55 

Geo.  Jefts, 5.40 

C.  P.   Jefts, 3.15 

W.  H.   Chapin, 4.12 

M.  A.   Dodge,  3.90 

R.  Barrett, '. 9.42 

H.  H.  Hale, 4.91 

Geo.  Lane, h 3.00 

J.  H.  Stevens, 1.35 

C.  X.  Cutter, 2.50 

Geo.    Richardson, 2.85 

M.  A.    Dodge, 4.00 

W.    H.  Chapin, 6.67 

J.  Scott, 3.00 

W.  A.  Hobbs, 1.12 

W.  Walker, 6.45 

J.  E.   Reed, ;....  3.00 

G.  E.  Dodge, : 5.99 

H.  Wilson, 3.15 


Total, $154.74 

REPAIRING    TOWN-HALL. 

C.  P.  Jefts,  for  shingles, $27.00 

G.  H.  Lane, 9.15 

M.  H.  Barrett, 6.00 

J.   F.   Whittemore, 14.00 

P.  E.  Fox  &H.  Towne, 5.70 


Total,... $61,85 

MISCELLANEOUS    EXPENSES. 

A.  Howe  &  Son,  printing  reports, $13.50 

W.  H.  Spalter,  record-book  &  check-lists, 3.25 

G.  H.  Tilden,  books  &  stationery, 3.90 

J.  L.  Reed,    appropriation   for   memorial,  25.00 

A.  P.  Howe  &  Son,  for  blanks, 1.00 

J.  M.  Rice,  taxes  overpaid  in  1884, 14.83 

"         ♦*     postage  &  express  on  reports, .51 


G.  H.  Tilden,  town  order  book, 7.75 

Sentinel  Printing  Co.,  record  book  for  dogs, 1.00 

J.  F.  Whittemore,  oil  &   chimneys, 1.25 

Total, $71 .99 


SERVICES    OF    TOWN    OFFICERS. 
W.  W.  Robb,  Board  of  Education  1890, $15.00 

J.  F.  Whittemore,  )   .     ,..         ,onA  1.50 

F.  S.  Reed,  '  j  Auditors    1890,  ^ 

J.  D.  Cutter,  Supervisor, 10.50 

J.  F.  Whittemore,  Supervisor  1890, 5.00 

R.  J.  Brown,  constable  to  enforce  dog  law, 7.00 

W.  H.  Chapin,  Treasurer, 20.00 

J.  F.  Whittimore,  care  of  town-hall, 5.00 

C.  B.  McClure,  )  D      A     *  t?a       *•      35.00 

J.  W.  Holland,  j  Board  of  Educat">n> 5.00 

J.  F.  Whittemore,    Town-clerk, 25.00 

J.  D.  Cutter,  collector  of  taxes    1890, 7.08 

"         "  "  "       1891, 41.00 

J.  D.  Cutter,   Overseer, 20.00 

J.  F.  Whittemore,  ~)  50.00 

Henrv  V\  ilson,        >  Selectmen,  44.00 

John'W.  Holland,  )  40.00 

Total, $332.08 


TAXES  ABATED. 

On  collector's  book  1890, $14.52 

"  "         1891, 11.70 

Total, $26.22 

AMOUNT   OF    TOWN    NOTES    OUTSTANDING. 

E.  Stevens,  interest  from  Jan.  1st, $5,000.00 

Chastina  Shedd,  interest  from  Jan.  1st, 1,100.00 

Wm.  Dodge,  "  "       "     500.00 

Total, $6,600.00 


RECAPITULATION, 
Selectmen  r  Dr. 

To  funds  from  all  sources, $4,752.01 

Selectmen  Cr. 

Paid  interest  on  town  notes, ■..!'. $264.00 

"     State  &  county  taxes,...., ,..r. 905.86 

"     Support  of  schools, . 496.50 

"     School    supplies, .:... .':..'.'.: 56.38 

"     Support  Of  poor, -. 253.73 

"     Highways  &  bridges, :' 321.58 

"     Breaking  toads, :..:....: ■...,.:.. 154.74 

"    Damage  on  highways, „ 25.00 

"     Repairing  town-hall, ,.;.:....._.,.. „ 61.85 

"     Miscellaneous    expenses, ,. 71.99 

"     Services  of  town  officers, 332.08 

"     Deposit  in  guaranty  savings   bank;, 1,236.40 

\  Total, ...... $4,180.11 

Balance  in  hands  of  treasurer, 571.90 


$4,752.01 


LIABILITIES. 

Due  school  district, .::.l     $62.16 

"     Hersey,  retainer's  fee, 6.00 

"     On  town  notes, 6,600.00 


Total, ..: :.......  $6,668.16 


ASSETS. 

Due  on  O.  H.  Robb's  book  for  1883, $27.12 

onJfM,  Rjce'         "    for  1885, 4.62 

^"     '"           "    for  1886,.... 15.59 

on  J.  D.  Cutter,  book  for   1888, 4.62 

"            '  '■""           "      for    1889, 7.35 

"    ,        ''"'           "      for    1890, 5.14 

"■              «            "     for    1891, 626.00 
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Due  from  county  for  support  of  poor, $  46.00 

"     Deposit  iu  guaranty  savings  bank, 2,036.40 

"     from  W.  H.  Chapin,   treasurer, 571.90 

Total, $3,344.74 

Total    liabilities, $6,668.16 

Total  assets, .- -. 3,344.74 

Total  indebtedness, $3,323.42 

Reduction  of  debt,  ( 1,393.14 

Respectfully  Submitted  by 

J.  F.  WHITTEMORE,  )   Selectmen 
HENRY  WILSON,         \  of 

JOHN  W.  HOLLAND,  J   Stoddard. 


We  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Selectmen, 

Treasurer,  and  Overseer  of  the  Poor,    and   find    them  correctly  cast 

and  properly  vouched. 

FREDERICK  S.  REED,  )    . 

J.    W.    ROBB.  Auditors. 
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TREASURER'S    REPORT. 

Cash  in  hands  of  treasurer  March  1,  1891,  $550.30 

Received  of  J.  D.  Cutter,  collector  of  taxes  1890,  348.77 

"  "         "       interest  on  taxes   1890,         5.33 

"     taxes    1881,  2,200.00 

"     of  S.  A.  Carter,  savings  bank   tax,         1,012.22 

"  "  "     literary  fund, 100.00 

'•     of  county  for  support  of  poor, 400.84 

"     interest  on  guaranty  bank   deposit, 36.40 

"     of  J.  F.  Whittemore,  rent   on  town-hall,     15.00 
"  "  "  rent  on  Ryder  &  Tyler  land,  10.20 

"  "  "    dog  license, 71.40 

"     J.  W.  Holland,  unexpended  highway  tax,     1.55 


Total, $4,752.01 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  Interest  on  town   notes, $264.00 

"     State  &  county  taxes, 905.86 

"     Support  of  schools, 496.50 

"     School    supplies, 56.38 

"     Support  of  poor, 253.73 

"     Highways  and   bridges, 321.58 

"   -Breaking  roads, .. 154.74 

"     Damage  on  highways, 25.00 

"     Repairing    town-hall, 61.85 

"     Miscellaneous   expenses, 71.99 

"     Services  of  town  officers, 332.08 

Deposit  in  guaranty  savings  bank, 1,236.40 


Total, $4,180.11 

Total  amount  of  receipts, $4,752.01 

Total  amount  of  disbursements, 4,180.11 

Balance  in  hands  of  treasurer,  $  571.90 

WILLIAM  H.  CHAPIN,  Treasurer. 
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OVERSEER'S    REPORT. 

Statement  of  the  expenses  of  the  Town  of  Stoddard  for  the  sup- 
port of  poor,  for  the  year  ending  March  1st,  1892. 

Aid    for   Amanda    M     Wells,      county  charge,  $51.16 

"  Norman  A.  Howe,                 "  "           78.75 

"  Frank  L.  Thurston,  (soldier)  "           21.00 

"  Reuben  E.  Howe  &  2  children,  "           52.22 

"  George  Bingham  "             6.60 

"  Solon  "Wheeler  "             6.00 

"  Horace  H.   Hall*  "           36.75 

"  Tramps,  town  charge, 2.25 

Total,  .'.. $253 .  73 

County   charge, $251  48 

Town  charge, 2.25 

$253.73 

Received  from  town, 253.73 

(Received  from  county.  $fcfl00.84) 
March  1st,  1892. 

JAMES  D.  CUTTER,  Oversekr  of  Poor. 


We  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Selectmen, 
Treasurer,  and  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  and  find  them  correctly  cast 
and  properly  vouched. 


FREDERICK  S.  REED,  )  A 

J.    W.    ROBB.  f  Auditors. 


*Died  May  27. 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Education. 


Fellow  Citizens  of  Stoddard: — 

The  problem  of  education  is  one  that 
assumes  new  phases  with  the  changes  of  time. 

While  it  may  not  be  said  that  any  radical  or  recent  change  has 
taken  place  in  the  schools  of  this  town,  yet  there  are  existing  con- 
ditions that  pi'esent  a  serious  aspect,  and  are  worthy  of  the  careful 
consideration  of  the  people  to  whom  we  present  them. 

The  belief  holds  with  some,  that  less  interest  is  taken  in  educa- 
tion by  the  people  who  inhabit  what  are  known  as  the  "back 
towns"  than  was  the  case  a  generation  and  more  ago;  and  perhaps 
this  opinion  may  be  justified  from  the  fact  that  boys  and  girls 
leave  our  schools  at  an  earlier  age  than  formerly.  And  from  our 
observation  we  think  it  is  not  to  any  extent,  attributable  to  stress 
of  circumstances,  or  for  the  purpose  of  entering  a  more  advanced 
school,  but  more  from  a  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  both  parents 
and  pupils=  That  there  is  a  lack  of  interest  some  where  is  app  i- 
rent  from  the  fact  that  with  only  sixty-one  pupils  enrolled  in  our 
schools  in  1861,  there  were  eight  hundred  and  fifteen  days  of  ab- 
sences; equal  to  the  absence  of  nine  pupils  for  the  entire  school 
year  and  one  more  pupil  for  one  more  week.  We  also  find  a  total 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  tardy-marks. 

Now  this  is  a  state  of  things  to  be  deplored;  and  it  is  a  serious 
drawback  to  the  success  of  our  schools.  We  believe  it  would  re- 
quire but  very  little  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  those  responsible  to 
reduce  these  marks  to  a  minimum. 

Too  many  children  leave  school  for  trivial  causes,  and  upon  h 
mere  whim  or  caprice.  When  made  to  conform  to  the  regulations 
of  the  school  they  stay  away,  and  too  often  are  borne  out  in  this 
acttion  by  their  parents.  It  seems  to  us  to  be  the  duty  of  the  latter 
to  uphold  the  authority  of  the  teacher,  and  to  discourage  the  habit 
of  fault-finding  against  her. 

The  class  of  pupils  who  stay  away  when  they  leave,  are  not,  how- 
ever, the  ones   who  are  the  greatest  disadvantage  to  the  school. 
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It  is  those  who  attend  irregularly.  By  so  doing  they  not  only 
lose  much  themselves,  but  hinder  others  to  a  greater  or  lesser 
degree.  Possibly  there  may  be  a  reasonable  excuse  for  a  large 
part  of  the  absences,  but  for  the  tardiness  who  will  offer  an  apol- 
ogy? 

Let  parents  see  that  their  children  are  started  for  school  in 
ample  season,  and  thus  inculcate  in  them  the  habit  of  punctuality, 
which  will  be  of  inestimable  value    to  them  through  the  coming 

years. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  law  which  went  into  effect  in 
January  last,  whereby  children  are  required  to  attend  school  un- 
til they  are  sixteen  years  of  age,  instead  of  fourteen  as  formerly. 

In  the  matter  of  appropriations  we  leave  it  to  your  judgment 
as  to  how  much  will  be  available  for  the  coming  year. 

In  the  year  1891  three  schools  were  maintained  in  town,  with  an 
aggregate  total  of  fifty-four  weeks,  divided  equally  into  two  terms 
for  each  school.  They  were  taught  bj  six  different  teachers,  at  a 
total  cost  of  $401.85.  We  find  on  the  registers  the  names  of  sixty- 
one  pupils,  with  sixty  attending  two  weeks  or  more.  The  Darling 
children  were  schooled  in  Sullivan  at  an  expense  of  $13.80,  and 
Charles  X.  Cutter's  children  were  schooled  in  Antrim,  for  which 
no  bill  has  yet  been  received.  The  names  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  visitors  are  recorded.  The  following  is  a  detailed 
report  of  the  schools: 

SCHOOL     NO.    1    [center.] 

Miss  Annie  F.  Lane  of  Tilton,  a  graduate  of  our  State  Normal 
School,  taught  the  spring  term  of  8  weeks.  That  the  term  was  not 
a  success  is  due  to  her  lack  of  government  in  allowing  the  scholars 
to  do  much  as  they  pleased.  "Order  is  heaven's  first  law,"  and  it 
should  be  the  first  law  of  the  school-room.  It  is  no  credit  to  the 
pupils  who  attend  this  school,  that  it  requires  a  teacher  of  almost 
extraordinary  tact  and  judgment  to  control  them.  Number  of  pu- 
pils attending,  23;  average  daily  attendance,  21.  All  studied 
reading  and  spelling;  15,  penmanship  and  arithmetic;  4,  grammar; 
10,  composition;  and  1,  algebra.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  in- 
cluding board,  $30. 

The  fall  term  of  ten  weeks  was  in  charge  of  Miss  Minnie  E.  El- 
lin°"wood  of  Milan,   also  a  graduate  of  our  State  Normal  School. 
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Miss  Ellingwood  found  some  dificulty  at  first  in  convincing  certaiu 
of  her  pupils  of  their  responsibility  to  her,  but  succeeded  in  main- 
ing  good  order,  and  kept  a  good  school.  Number  of  pupils  reg- 
istered, 23;  average  daily  attendance,  20;  all  attended  to  reading, 
spelling,  penmanship,  and  arithmetic;  8,  grammar;  7  studied  geog- 
raphy, history,  composition,  and  physiology;  and  one  book-keeping. 
Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  including  board,  $33.00. 

SCHOOL  NO.  2,  (near  mr.  abbott's) 
The  first  term,  8  weeks,  was  in  charge  of  Miss  Nellie  Kelley  of 
Shewsbury,  Mass.,  it  being  her  first  venture  in  teaching.  Miss 
Kelly  kept  a  good  school,  but  she  lacked  the  hearty  co-operation 
of  the  parents  of  her  pupils,  so  necessary  to  the  success  of  the 
school.  Number  of  pupils  registered  15.  The  list  of  studies  not 
given.     Wages  of  teacher  per  month,   including  board,  $22.00. 

The  fall  term,  ten  weeks,  was  taught  by  Miss  Margaret  E.  Calla- 
han of  Milibury,  Mass.,  a  student  at  the  Worcester  Normal  School. 
This  was  her  first  term  of  teaching.  She  was  painstaking  and 
thorough  as  far  as  she  went,  but  did  not  cover  much  ground.  A 
defective  hearing-  is  a  hindrance  to  her  success  as  a  teacher.  Num- 
ber of  pupils  registered  14.  All  attended  to  reading,  spelling,  and 
penmanship;  13  to  arithmetic,  composition,  and  drawing;  7,  geog- 
raphy; 8,  grammar;  6,  history;  and  5  physiology.  Wages  of  teach- 
er per  month,  including  board,  $25.00. 

SCHOOL    NO.    3.    (so   stoddard.) 

The  spring  term,  8  weeks,  was  kept  by  Miss  Ida  M.  Chapin  of 
this  town,  who  has  had  a  previous  experience  of  one  term.  Miss 
Chapin  discharged  her  duties  faithfully  and  conscienciously,  but 
owing  to  what  we  believe  to  be  an  unreasonable  prejudice  in  her 
disfavor.  There  was  a  lack  of  interest  and  a  feeling  of  dissatisfac- 
tion. Number  of  pupils  registered,  21;  average  daily  attendance, 
19.  A.11  studied  reading,  spelling,  and  penmanship;  14  arithmetic; 
12,  geography;  6,  physiology;  and  4,  grammar. 

The  teacher  for  the  fall  term  of  ten  weeks  was  Miss  Abagail  E. 
Callahan  of  Milibury,  Mass.,  a  pupil  of  the  Worcester  Normal 
School.  Miss  Callahan  seemed  to  make  a  success  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  came  quickly  in  touch  with  her  pupils,  winning  their 
confidence  and  esteem.  We  think  she  kept  the  best  school  we 
have  had  here  for  some  time.     Number  of  pupils  attending,  23;  av- 


16 

erage  daily  attendance,  19.  All  attended  to  reading,  spelling,  and 
penmaship;  12,  geography;  and  4  grammar.  Wages  of  teacher  per 
month,  including  board,  $26.00 

The  following  names  are  found  on  the 

ROLL.    OF    HONOR. 

For  the  Year.  Myra  E.  Abbott,  Carl  D.  Abbott,  Albert  H. 
Holland. 

For  one  Term.  Myra  L.  Dodge,  Pearl  E.  Dodge,  Nellie  E. 
Hobbs,  Clara  E.  Scott,  Eva  G.  Abbott,  George  A.  Corey,  John  A. 
Howe,  Henry  N.  Jefts,  Nellie  Smith,  Annie  Smith,  Lizzie  Smith, 
Ella  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Alice  Sweeney. 

Respectfully  Submitted  by 

CUMMINGS  B.  McCLURE. 

(  C.  B.  McCLURE,      )  %inmnT 

For  1  E.  B.  DODGE,  [  ^H0°L 

(  J.  W.HOLLAND,    )  BoARD' 
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